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The Burning Secret 
Stefan	  Zweig	  (1881-‐1942) 
 
A lonely, convalescing 12-year-old 
boy and his attractive mother, who is 
in a loveless marriage, meet a 
gentleman while vacationing at a 
European resort. Seeking an 
enjoyable way to pass the time, the man schemes to seduce the 
woman with the unwitting help of the boy. The son, puzzled by 
the developing relationship, becomes increasingly isolated and 
suspicious as he loses his childish innocence in this gripping 
coming-of-age novella.  
 

Running time 02:33:57 
 

Read by Lee Smalley 
 
Cover design by Kathryn Delaney 
Cover art by Ford Madox Brown, Portrait of a Boy, c1837 
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